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FROM REVD NIGEL DI CASTIGLIONE:

Giving up or giving out?
When I was a curate a parishioner told me on Ash Wednesday
‘I’m giving up church for Lent!’ I was so surprised I said nothing.
She did stay away from church for the next 5 weeks but,
thankfully she was back at Easter.
Many of us have a rather negative view of Lent. We try to give up chocolate, drinking
alcohol, watching TV or whatever and try to feel virtuous for having done so. If that is
your current challenge don’t let me discourage you; but for others – reading this in the
middle of Lent – why don’t we think of taking something on instead?
The Bible tells us the first Lent was when Jesus took on consciously following the
leading and prompting of the Holy Spirit. Many of us might ask ”What does that look
like?” One of the best descriptions I know is from a fellow church leader who speaks of
us ‘taking note of the whispers of God’.
I remember – may be 20+ years ago – thinking to myself I really must pop in and see
Jack … then deciding I was too busy that day so no I would do that tomorrow. The
following morning the phone rang – it was a Funeral Director to say: ‘Jack died during
the night; will you take his funeral?’ I had heard the whisper of God but dismissed it as
something no more than a random thought and could wait. I learned a sobering lesson
that day.
One of the growing scourges of modern society is loneliness. It is mentioned in the
tabloids and featured in news bulletins more often than we realise. In truth it is
something we can all do something about – taking a few minutes to pop in on a
neighbour, picking up the phone to someone we know is housebound, making the
effort to put ourselves out just a little bit. It is the sort of thing that will make a huge
difference and may well be a ‘whisper from God’ and matter far more than giving up
something that really is insignificant in comparison.
I think this sort of response is especially important living in villages as we do – where
transport links are more irregular and those who are completely or largely housebound have less people around them to be their neighbour.
Don’t give up; agree to give out instead!
Nigel di Castiglione
Team Rector

YELLING

Visit: www.yellingvillage.co.uk for news & info.

Contact: Elly Peal

YELLING VILLAGE HALL:

Facilities include: a refurbished kitchen with dishwasher, oven, hob, fridge and freezer, enclosed
patio and garden with barbeque as well as a large flexible hall space. Perfect for parties,
meetings, dance and fitness classes – any type of get together.
Available for hire at competitive rates. See website www.yellingvillage.co.uk

YELLING ART GROUP:

New members welcome at YELLING ART GROUP. We meet on Thursdays in term time 10am1pm. We are a friendly group, painting and drawing in a variety of media.
For details call Joyce 01480 477045 or Prema 01480 474157.

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY!
Yelling Produce Show - Saturday 22nd September:
Please put this date in your diary as it’s a great opportunity for villagers to come
together to view what their neighbours can produce in their homes and
gardens. Categories for both adults and children. Watch this space!

HOLY CROSS CHURCH, YELLING
Easter Family Fun, Saturday 31st March in the
church from 2.30pm to 4.30pm
Put on your Easter headgear and join us for an
afternoon of fun including an Easter egg hunt,
Easter crafts, quizzes for all the family and brass
rubbing. Decorate an egg for our Easter Tree. A donation of £2 per child will
be much appreciated. Refreshments will also be available: scrumptious homemade cakes, cookies, scones and hot and cold drinks. All are welcome!
At the same time there will be another chance to see the exhibition ‘Yelling
Church - Up Close and Personal’ celebrating our church’s long history, its
architecture, and the stories of the people buried and commemorated there.

YELLING
Contact: Elly Peal

Visit: www.yellingvillage.co.uk for news & info

YELLING
Contact: Elly Peal

Visit: www.yellingvillage.co.uk for news & info

YELLING

Visit: www.yellingvillage.co.uk for news & info

Contact: Elly Peal
YELLING AND DISTRICT WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
Tuesday, 20th March – “Why Exercise Matters” - we are promised a very lively and energetic
evening with Pat King who is well known locally as an expert on health and exercise. However,
we will not be foregoing tea and cake at the close of her talk and demonstration. A fun
evening - do come and join us, 7.30 pm in Yelling Village Hall.
Coming up:

* Evening boat trip on the River Ouse
* An evening of Appliqué
* Our Garden Party

Further information from Jean on 880777

Newton Primary School, Eltisley, St Neots, PE19 6TL
‘A great place to grow and learn, rooted in love and care’
We have places available in all groups!
Come for a look round and be amazed!

‘This is a good school. Pupils love their school and have very positive attitudes
to learning, the pupils achieve well at Newton Community Primary School’
Ofsted 2016
To make a visit to our school ring: 01480 880215 or visit our website:
www.newtonschool.co.uk
Follow us on Twitter @EltisleyNewton
The past six weeks seem to have flown by and already half term is upon us at Newton Primary huge amounts of learning have already taken place in such a short space of time! School is
focused on improving mathematics this year and it is wonderful to walk around school and see
our children enthusiastic and enjoying their maths lessons. A recent maths survey confirmed
this!
A large group of our children have sung at the O2 arena this half term to an audience of 14,000
people and within a choir of 8,000 school children. What an amazing experience for them all,
they all came back full of enthusiasm and pride!
We are working in close partnership with two other local schools, have held a football
tournament and our school choirs have performed together. Staff work closely completing
tasks such as book scrutinies and moderating work samples. Small schools are much stronger
together and sharing good practise and skills across our partnership is so very important.
We truly believe learning is a lifelong must have and I had great pleasure in attending the
graduation of Mrs Doryland who received her MASTERS qualification this week. Mrs Doryland
came to Newton as an NQT and with strong support from our school has achieved this
qualification. It is important to instil in our youngsters that education is powerful and doesn’t
stop when you leave school.
Next month we will introduce you to the ‘Newton Mooners’; we are a team of 11 who will be
completing the Moonwalk on May 12th in aid of breast cancer research. The Moonwalk, all 26
miles, will be a test of endurance and stamina for us all I am sure. If you would like to sponsor
the team, please contact the school office. All donations will be gratefully received!
Our school website is up to date and we continue to tweet regularly the happenings in school
with regular updates to both social media platforms, which we hope will reach out to the
community and beyond. Please take this opportunity to follow our school on @EltisleyNewton
or visit www.newtonschool.co.uk

GRAVELEY WITH PAPWORTH ST AGNES
Contact: Ken & Dee Munday, Tel 830612, Email:
deemunday@btinternet.com Please see the village website:
graveleyvillage.co.uk/for Neighbourhood Watch News

Graveley Village Hall Management Committee would like to say a BIG THANK
YOU to John Hancox who was always ready to help and support organising
events in the Village Hall. John has now resigned from the committee due to
moving house. We would also like to wish him all the best in his new home.
The Halloween Party held on the 28/10/17 was a great success, everyone
enjoying themselves. The proceeds we made for the village hall came to
£125.20. So, thank you to everyone who supported this event. Also a big
‘thank you’ to the people who also made various donations in other ways, this
was very much appreciated.
Please note: The next Parish Council meeting is
on the 22nd March.

GRAVELEY GARAGE TEST CENTRE LTD

MOT WHILE U WAIT, CLASS 1 2 3 4 5 7
Servicing to all makes of vehicles Free courtesy cars
Comfortable waiting area with free tea/coffee. Mon-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 8am-4pm
Tel 01480 830462/831058
HIGH STREET, GRAVELEY, ST NEOTS PE19 6PL
enquiries@graveley-garage.co.uk
Produce this advert to get £4 off the current price of your MOT

HELP WITH HOUSEWORK FOR HOUSE IN
PAPWORTH ST AGNES: 3 hours per week - £11 per hour.
Own transport necessary. Please phone: 01480 830884.

Eltisley History Society meets on the fourth Wednesday of each month in the Cade
Pavilion, 7.45pm for 8pm. Visitors (over 11 years old) always welcome, £2 per meeting
or enrol as a member. Interesting speakers.
Wednesday 28th March:
‘Boy Soldiers’. Speaker: Peter King

www.eltisleyhistorysociety.org.uk

ELTISLEY FRIENDSHIP GROUP:

The Friendship Group meets every 2nd Wednessday of the month
at The Cade Pavilion from 2pm-4pm. 14th March will be our AGM
followed by games and refreshments.
All Welcome. Guests: £1.
Here’s a poem written by one of our members:
I belong to a Friendship Club
We meet once a month at The Cade
The hours we meet are 2 til 4
A small subscription is paid

We go out to lunch quite often
When our funds allow
There aren’t that many of us
But we enjoy ourselves, and how

We always have a small raffle
It helps pay for hire of the hall
We play bingo, cards or a quiz
And make plans, for us all

If anyone else wants to join us
We are quite a friendly bunch
We are sure you would enjoy it
And you would get to go out to lunch!

About 3 we have our refreshments
And chat about how to raise cash
We need this for our outings
And for our Christmas bash

Pam Bryant

CADE PAVILION, ELTISLEY
BAR OPENING TIMES:

Fri: 8pm-11pm and Sun: 12pm-2pm
Hall Hire fees: £7.50 per hour for members/£10 per hour non-members
Marquee fees: £100 members/£150 non-members (hire relies on mutual agreement)
Marquee extras: £50 for chairs, crockery & cutlery
For bookings contact: Email cadepavilion@gmail.com or Tel 01480 880996

SUNDAY LUNCHES return to The Cade over the winter period
LAST CHANCE: Book your place for Sunday 5th March 2018
Email cadepavilion@gmail.com or call Sandra on 01480 880220
Members £5 / Non Members £7.50

2018 – CADE PAVILION: DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES
3rd Thursday of each month: Quiz Night! Open from 7:30pm
Fri 23rd March 7:30pm: Annual General Meeting - free drink for members
Sat 14th April 10:30am: Working Party Cade Tidy - bacon butties and tea for volunteers
Sat 21st Apr 7pm: Race Night: £5/tickets + £3/food - see notice on how to book
Mon 30th Apr 7.30pm: Defibrillator Training Course – please book your foc place with
John (Tel 01480 880672)

Sat 19th May, time TBC: Royal Wedding & FA Cup Celebrations -details to follow
Sun 11th Nov time TBC: End of the First World War Centenary – details to follow

Race Night: 21st April, 7pm

Accounting & Administration for the small
business

UNIT 11 HARLEY IND. PARK
PAXTON HILL, ST NEOTS, CAMBS PE19 6TA
►MOT’s
►REPAIRS
►TYRES
►SERVICING
►EXHAUSTS
►BRAKES
►CLUTCHES
►BATTERIES
►RECOVERY
►WINDSCREENS ►CAR
SALES
►AIR CONDITIONING

www.paxtonhillgarage.co.uk
01480 217806
Email:
paxtonhillgarage@aol.com

“We offer a quality professional service in a
clean, well equipped workshop for all your
motor
engineering needs”.

Small business? Find record keeping
a chore? Not really sure what you
should be doing?
Let us help – we can take the whole
job off your hands or give you the
training to complete it yourself –
Accountancy, Bookkeeping, Payroll,
VAT, CIS, 1-1 Training

Whatever you need we have
the Solution!
Contact us on 01767 677562
or admin@simplesolutionscambs.co.uk

ELTISLEY

ROGER’S RAMBLINGS

March 2018
Every seat was taken in The Cade for our Neighbourhood Watch and Speedwatch Open Meeting, where
we had representatives from the local Policing Team, which was indicative of the level of concern in the
village over public safety. The Police were represented by Sgt Jon Capes
(Jon.Capes@cambs.pnn.police.uk), PC Paul Jenkins (Paul.Jenkins@cambs.pnn.police.uk) the local
Speedwatch Co-ordinator, and PCSO John Coppard (John.coppard@cambs.pnn.police.uk) who covers our
village. Residents were able to express their views and voice their concerns and the two main issues were
speeding and burglary. The Police figures show that Eltisley is a very safe village with very low crime
levels, but it was emphasized that ALL crimes, however small, should be reported, and simple precautions
such as checking gates, outbuildings, doors and windows are locked and leaving lights on when out can be
very effective deterrents. The installation of alarms and CCTV are also recommended. I am hoping to
organize a Home Security Event in The Cade in the Spring so watch this space.
Neighbourhood Watch is another important element in crime prevention, and whilst we have 17
volunteers in the village, the point was made that in fact everyone can take part, because it is simply being
observant, whether walking the dog or washing the car, noticing anything unusual and reporting it can be
important, and the Police encourage and welcome calls on 101 or anonymously on
https://www.contactcambspolice.uk/Report. We need more volunteers to cover the whole village and if
you would like to help please let me know, there is little effort required and you will be kept up to date
with events by email and ecops bulletins.
The Police were effusive in their praise of our Speedwatch team and how we have significantly reduced
the number of offenders in the village. We are one of the most successful teams in the County but more
needs to be done, and now that we have our own kit we are in a position to operate more often and at
short notice, but to do that we need more volunteers, and I do not believe that there is anyone in the
village who could not help. We even have a team member who is in full time employment who comes on
their days off!! So, even those who are retired and on holiday often are not always away, and there can’t
be anybody who is unable to spare the odd hour and a half to help make our village safer. Instead of just
complaining about speeding vehicles do your bit to stop them! Do give me a call to find out more, and you
are all welcome to join us at one of our sessions to see how easy and effective it is. Again, if you are aware
of a persistent offender take their number and pass it onto the Police on 101 or via
https://www.contactcambspolice.uk/Report/ they have pledged to try and catch them.
Finally a word about our Village Fuel Club. There seems to be a rogue receptionist at Conquest Oil who
does not understand the system – which is to telephone Conquest Oil on 01525 402209/402073, say that
you are a member of Eltisley Fuel Club and you want the Fuel Club’s price. It may not always be the
cheapest but they are competitive and they will do just a top up if required and, most importantly, it cuts
down the number of lorries coming into the village. If you do have problems ring me.
There will be a Working Party meeting at the Bus Shelter on The Green on Saturday, 3rd March 10-12pm
refreshments including Pat’s cakes! Please do come along and lend a hand.
Our next PC meeting will be at The Cade Pavilion on Tuesday, 13th March 2018 at 7.30pm do come along.
As always, praise or problems to me at 45 Caxton End or on 01480 880122 or rtp@eplusmail.com or our
Clerk Jane Bowd on 01480 468451 or eltisleypc@btconnect.com

Roger Pinner Chairman Eltisley PC

ST PANDIONIA’S PARISH, ELTISLEY - March
St Pandionia’s 100 Club is a cash prize draw that takes place 4 times
each year. In each draw the total value of the 3 prizes, is £100. It
works like this: you buy a ticket, which you keep for the year. Each
ticket costs £15. The draws are made on the 1st Sunday of June,
August, October and December. Sometimes the draws are in the Cade,
sometimes in the Church. You can buy 100 Club tickets using the form
enclosed in the Eltisley editions of this Newsletter. Why not buy some
tickets for friends or family? For more information, please contact
Nichola on 880 285.
On March 4th,we are cooking lunch in the Cade. This is a great value meal, just £5 for Cade
members (£7.50 for non-members), and just a short walk from home. If possible, please let us
know in advance that you are coming, so that we can get the catering quantities right, but it is
also fine to turn up on the day. We look forward to serving you a delicious meal – and doing the
washing up too!
On Good Friday, there is the annual walk from Eltisley. This year, to Yelling and then on to the
church at Papworth St Agnes. Please come along, and why not bring a dog too, if you have one
or can borrow one? There will be a meditation at Papworth St Agnes, following the Stations of
the Cross, led by Rev Steve Day. Lifts available, if you would like one, to get back to Eltisley, at
the end. Let’s hope for a sunny spring morning, when we set off from the church at 10.00.
The Lent course will continue on Wednesday evenings. It takes place in Caxton Church, starting
at 7.30pm. We’ll be using the Ely Diocesan course “Come and See” based on a series of
passages from John’s Gospel. All are welcome, from any parish.
Please make a note of the dates below in your diary, for some of the events that we are
planning through the year. Coming up soon, are the Fete planning meeting, and the Churchyard
clear up. Your contribution would be greatly appreciated. It is worth coming to the clear up, if
only for the bacon sandwiches!
Sunday 4th March
Thursday 8th March
Sunday 11th March
Friday 30th March
Saturday 31st March
Thursday 26th April
Saturday 23rd June
Sunday 16th September
Monday 17th September
Saturday 13th October

Sunday Lunch in the Cade from 12.30
Fete Planning Meeting 7.30 at Naish House
Mothering Sunday Service
Good Friday Walk, Eltisley to Papworth St Agnes, via Yelling
Churchyard clear-up 10.30 (refreshments in abundance)
@ APCM @ Church @ 7.30pm
Fete
Harvest Service
Harvest Supper (In the Cade with money raised for Water Aid)
Safari Supper

ELTISLEY & CROXTON WI NEWS:
At the time of ‘going to press’, our February meeting had not taken place. Some of us
already knew something of the night-life of badgers….digging holes in our lawns! But
we were sure to find out a lot more about these iconic nocturnal animals.
Ladies of any age, do come along to one of our meetings and sample what’s on offer!
If you have an enquiring mind and like to try something new then there is something
for you!
We usually meet at the Cade Pavilion, 7:30 on the second Wednesday of the month.
To find out more contact Inez - 880358, or Carol - 880328, or just come along.
Wednesday 14th March we will be exploring “Science for
Fun” with Pat King. This is an opportunity to find out how
the fun of science can be demonstrated in your own kitchen
with everyday ingredients and equipment. How to amuse
and fascinate your children, grandchildren …. and yourself!
Wednesday 11th April. Annual Meeting. This will mark the end of our busy 70th
birthday year with many happy memories to share. But it is also the beginning of our
new year with a fresh programme of speakers and activities to look forward to.

A Great Tit: (Photography by Andy Sharpe, Eltisley)

Friday 22nd June 2018
7:15pm to 2am
Dinner/Live Music/Disco/Casino/Auction
Dress - Black Tie
Tickets £75 per person
Be Quick!
Only a few tables remaining
Come for one last hurrah!
please email gransdensummerball@gmail.com
to reserve your tickets
or call : 01767 677412

The
beautiful
Church at
TOSELAND

Safe and Well Visits - Helping you to stay
independent in your own home:
Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue Service is committed to supporting the safety
and wellbeing of residents in all of the communities that we serve. The Safe and
Well visit will provide us with sufficient information to support you and, with
your permission, refer you to selected partner agencies, that will be able to
support you further. We will not share your data with marketing companies or
for other purposes.
Our visit will last no longer than 60 minutes and is completely FREE of charge.
Our visit will assess six key elements:
1. Fire safety in the home - including cooking, general safety and escape
plans.
2. Falls prevention - including simple remedial action such as replacing
light bulbs or taping down loose carpet.
3. Alcohol use - Alcohol related hospital admissions are steadily increasing.
We can provide you with helpful information.
4. Stay well and warm - Can you afford to heat your home? Do you have
access to a hot meal? Do you access all the services available to you?
5. Crime reduction - We can provide advice on making your home more
secure in addition to advice to make you less vulnerable to scams or
fraud.
6. Smoking – need a helping hand to quit? Our partners can offer you the
help and advice you need to stop smoking.
You are under no obligation to answer any questions that you do not want to,
but the more information you provide us with, the better we will be able to
support you. We can also provide advice in relation to promoting the health and
safety of individuals with hoarding concerns, as well as providing valuable
information to care providers.
To find out if you are eligible for a visit, call us on 01480 444500 or email us at
firefire@cambsfire.gov.uk.

Submitted by
County Councillor Julie Wisson Tel 01767 677837 mobile 07725791459
Julie.Wisson@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
Cambridgeshire County Council sets its 2018/19 budget:
At the county council meeting on 6th February Cambridgeshire County Council
agreed its 2018/19 budget. Members had heard that despite investing in a
range of innovative and ambitious transformation and efficiency plans, without
which the situation could have been much worse, the County Council was still
projecting a budget gap for 2018/19 of £4.3m even after including a proposed
2% Adult Social Care Precept.
At the meeting Members voted in favour of a budget proposal that added an
additional 2.99% Council Tax increase to its 2018/19 budget. Opinion was
divided on how the money raised should be spent.
The Adult Social Care Precept increase of 2% and the Council Tax increase of
2.99% will add £23.76 annually (46p weekly) and £35.64 annually (68p weekly)
respectively to a Band D property, before other precepting authorities such as
city and district councils, fire and police add their amounts.
Working with:
District Councillor .Richard West Tel 01480 811467 mobile 07841866630
richard.west@huntsdc.gov.uk
Cllr Barbara Boddington Huntingdonshire District Council.Tel: 01480 880929 Email barbara.boddington@huntsdc.gov.uk

THE SIX VILLAGES NEWSLETTER

Editor: Anne Pettifor, Tel 07974 082604,
email: anniepettifor@hotmail.com
Treasurer: Angela Weldon, Tel 01480 880303
Deadline for APRIL issue: 15th March.
Many thanks to all who help with the production and distribution of
this Newsletter – everyone a volunteer. Community/charitable
advertising is free. Opinions expressed in this Newsletter are not
necessarily those of the Editor or correspondents. All
advertisements are accepted in good faith. The quality and
reliability of the goods and services advertised cannot be
guaranteed by the editor or staff.

Paul Braybrooke

OIL FIRED BOILER
ENGINEER
Boiler servicing
Breakdown service
Commissions
Tank Replacements

Phone 01353 777788
07946 735691

G W BEVAN (BLACKSMITH)
Gates & Railings Canopies Fire Baskets Builders Ironwork
Wind Vanes Balustrading Restoration Work
Agricultural Repairs & Straightening
____________________
Most ironwork undertaken - Ornamental & Traditional - Hand-Forged
Designed and made to your own specifications
38 St Neots Road, Eltisley, Cambs PE19 6TE Telephone (01480) 880303

Team Vicar:
Contact: Rev’d Stephen
Day, The Rectory, 32 High
Street, Bourn CB23 2SQ
Tel 01954 264226

Eltisley
04/03/2018
11/03/2018
18/03/2018
25/03/2018

Breakfast @
8.30am
10.30am
HC
10.30am
FW
6pm
HC

Team Administrator:
Chris Westgarth
Tel 01480 839933

Church
Services

Team Rector:
Nigel di Castiglione
Tel 01954 267241
Croxton

Toseland

Yelling

6pm
Songs of Praise
10.30am
MP

Graveley
10.30am
MP

10.30am
MP
10.30am
HC

10.30am
HC

HC = Holy Communion
MP = Morning Prayer
W4A = Worship for All

9am
HC
FHC = Family Holy Communion
FW = Family Worship
CHC = Combined Holy Communio

CHURCH ROTAS
Ss John & Pandionia, Eltisley: 4th & 11th March: Nichola
Donald and Anne Pettifor, 18th & 25th March: Marion Garrad.
Yelling: No flowers during Lent.
Graveley, with Papworth St Agnes: No flowers during lent.
Easter Sunday 1st April Mrs Maureen Owen and helpers,
April 15th Mrs Elizabeth Gray , April 29th Mrs Christine
Eayrs. Cleaning Rota: April Mrs Sharon McConnell and Mrs
Christine Eayrs , May: Mrs Vanessa Peck and Mrs Chris
Mardlin.

