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Welcome to the news from Newton Primary School. At the time of writing we have just started the
Summer term and the children have come back refreshed and ready for all that lies ahead.
September seems a long time ago now but we started the school year off with a visit from Ofsted.
Our inspector spent the day with us, celebrating the achievements of the children, staff Governors
and army of volunteers in our school, looking at strengths and further areas for development. Key
areas of strength were the enriched curriculum we offer at Newton, our pupils love of school, the
committed and dedicated teaching staff, leadership and management and the children’s academic
achievements. We were given one area to further develop which is writing and so we actioned this
straight away. I was very proud to receive the glowing report and share it with the community. It
was confirmation of what I already know which is that Newton is an amazing place to lead, work in
and be part of.
We continue to support different charities each year, this year we have raised funds for Macmillan
Cancer research, Children in Need, and Comic Relief amongst others. We are also developing strong
links with the KASA charity, raising money to support the education of 2 children in Uganda. Our
children have written to the children and received letters back and we also receive updates about
Onesmas and Joan, our sponsored children. We are very proud of the work we do for KASA!
The school was awarded the Gold Kitemark in PE this year. Our children participate all sorts of
sporting events, we got through to the County Gymnastics finals, and we won ‘Up for the Cup’- we
were proud to bring the trophy home. Recently we participated in the County Cross Country
Championships and later this term will be at Cricket tournaments and football competitions. Our KS1
children enjoy the mindfulness that Yoga brings them, and we work closely with Sue our Yoga
teacher. The staff also enjoy those sessions…..
Our curriculum was noted as a huge strength of the school, inspiring and motivating our young
minds. We have experienced some wonderful day trips: the National Gallery as part of a cross
curricular week of learning, residentials, Great Outdoors week, and Duxford. Our Year 5 and 6
children are building 2 Goblin racing cars which we will be racing later on this term, and Forest
Schools is firmly embedded. We are grateful to the Parish Council for the opportunities Pocket Park
affords us, as Head it is fabulous to see the classes trooping off to the park to participate in outdoor
learning. Further to this, Mrs Card has been developing the school garden with a team of volunteers
so we are now able to head outside at all times. Bringing the outside into the school curriculum is a
most important aspect and one we love at Newton. We have also enjoyed a musical performance by
Travelling Tuba and we were fortunate to secure a visit from a Paralympian.

We have recently been successful in gaining a lottery grant to update our school trim trail. I am
hoping that the work will happen sooner rather than later so that the children can enjoy the new
equipment in the summer sunshine!
We work with a small cluster of Cambridgeshire Schools which we have named the BONGG cluster
group; Brington, Offord, Newton, Great Paxton and Great Gidding Schools. Our work has focused on
securing judgments across the curriculum and leading different subjects. Networking with other
colleagues in small schools is hugely important. Since January, the school has been working with
Great Gidding School which is in the north of the county. I have spent half of my week supporting
the team at Gidding, alongside Mrs Hinton. We have received good feedback from the Local
Authority about the work we are doing there. The benefits of such a project are great for both
schools: Gidding who would be without leadership have been afforded the opportunity to work with
a strong team of professionals at Newton both in respects of teaching and learning and also
Governance. The partnership has also allowed for Newton to receive monies to support our budget.
Budgeting for all schools continues to be very difficult, particularly in small schools so the work we
are doing at Great Gidding has allowed us to support the budget for the coming year.
Our PTA have been working tirelessly providing a range of events for our school community to enjoy:
film nights, fayres, discos, coffee mornings, and chocolate bingo. All of the funds raised have gone
to the children and we are most grateful for their support.
April saw the wedding of one of our teachers. Mrs Doryland celebrated her marriage at Eltisley
Church and the reception was held in a most wonderful marquee in the school grounds. The setting
was absolutely perfect and reinforced how fortunate we are to have such amazing school grounds.
The day was perfect and both bride and groom were beaming!
So what next…..We have a number of events planned for this term including a Key Stage 2
performance, a Summer fayre, and visits. Our Year 6 children will start their preparations for
transition to secondary schools, just as we will be welcoming our new entrants for September. KS2
will be rehearsing for an end of year extravaganza performance of “Oliver” and our Year 2 children
will be participating in a music festival in St Neots with other local schools. The children are working
hard and learning new and exciting things, and next week we start the statutory assessment period.
Thank you for your continued support of our school. As always, you can keep up to date with the
latest news on our school website, www.newtonschool.co.uk, on there you will find class
newsletters detailing information about the children’s learning, diary dates and general school
information.
Alana Brown, Headteacher

